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Industry slams caretakers for gas taritt
hike, warns of economic fallout

Stresses local businesses
rapidly losing market share
to regional peers due to
high cost of production

By Aamir Shafaat Khan

EARACHT: Industrial bodies are up
in arms over Lthe povernment’s recent
decigion ro increase gas rariffs, warning
that this move ¢ould lead 1o the shut-
down of numerons indusmrial nnirs, a
rise in unemployment, and a hall 1n
exports unless the decision is reversed.

In & concerted appeal, they have
called on the government to retract the
tariff incresse for the sake of the
national cconemy and te prevent the
industrial secror from collapsing.

Asif Inam, chairman of the All
Pakistan Textile Mills Aszociation
{Aptma), cxpressced scrious concerns

over [he government’s resolulion Lo raise
the caprive gas price ra Rs2,750 per mil-
lion PBritish thermal units (mmBtu),
alongside supplying rhe indusrey with a

blend of 35 per cent domestic gas and
65pe RLNG, taking the price of captive
power generation well above regionally
competitive lovels.

He =aid that the international compet-
itiveness of Pakistan's textiles and
apparel exports was being continuously
croded by ever-increasing cnergy pricos,
which he zaid were over twice Lthoze in
competing regional cconomies.

Production wl these rales was ol
financially feasible and rhe local indus-
Lry was rapidly losing markel share Lo
commiries like Bangladesh, India and
Vietnam, which had significantly lower
energy rarifis, NMr Inam said.

The povernment, he said, wanted Lo
shut down the captive peneration by mak-
ing it unaffordable. With grid electriciry
prices ar over 16,7 US cemts per kilowatt
honr (kWh), there wag no financially via-
ble source of cnerey for the mdushry to
continue manufacturing with, he feared.

While the intent to streamline gas
consumpiion was understandable, the
transition must not jeopardise the rex-
tile and apparel industey’s viabxility, hie
zaid. Par the industry to remain competi-
tive, provide employment and earn for
eign exchange, enargy prices musr align

wirh regional benchmarks, he added.

‘Running industry no longer profitablc’

Muhammad Kamran Arbi, president
of the SITE Association of Industry
(SAT1), said the business community was
given the assurance of 9 cents per KWh
cloctricity tariff by the carctaker gov-
ernment, bringing a sigh of reliel and
hope for the business community that
the new tarilf would help reduce produc-
tion costs. However, contrary ro that
assurance, petroleum, electricity and
gas rariffs were being increased con-
startly by the caretakers, he repretied.

He said rhe national economy was
passing throupgh a severe crisis, and run-
ning an industry was no longer a profit-
able business. He questioned the care-
taker prime minister as to how the econ-
omy of the country could be srabilised
and strenpgthened in the absence of
industrial and basiness activities.

“Unfortunately; the carctaker govern-
ment has taken noe step to provide 4 com-
petitive  environment to  industries,
lower the cost of production and reignite
the engine of the narional cecanomy,
which has lell the industrial community
in despair,” Mr Arbi said.

The prices of urilities should be fixed
after thorough consultation with stake-
holders, instifiable as well as regionally
competitive so that industrial activitics
continue withowt hurdles, which would
ultimately have a positive impact on the
national economy and exports, he said,

Johar Qandhari, presidemt of the
Korangi Association of Trade dand
ndustry (KATT)., said gas price hikes
pused 4 severe Uhreat (o the industrial
secrar, potentially leading o increased
unemploy ment, which would make indus-
rries less comperitive compared o rheir
counterparts in neighbouring countries.

Highlighring rhe indusiry's prior
demand for a reduction in gas prices
from Fs2,100 per mmBtu to Re1.800, he
said rhe recent government decision to
raise prices to ovor Rs2, 700 per mmBru
intensified the challenges faced by the
industrial scctor.

Lirging the gsovernment to immedi-
ately fixgas prices ar RsLB00 permmBen
for industries, Mr Qardbar emphasised
the need for the government 1o explore
and provide affordable energy alterna-
tives for the industry ro ensure rhe com-
petitiveness of Pakistani products in the
global marker.
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Business community
opposes hike in gas prices
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situation verv, very closely

SITE association
president condemns
gas tariff hike

Calls for reversal

to prevent industry
collapse, economic
fallout

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
KARACHI

SITE Association of
Industry President
Muhammad Kamran Arbi
condemned the recent gas
tariff hike approved by the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) and the
caretaker government.
Arbi urged caretaker
Prime Minisrer Anwarul
Haq Kakar, Federal
Minister for Commerce,
Industries and Production
Dr Gohar Ejaz, and Minister
for Energy Muhammad Alj
to revoke the decision in
the larger interest of the
economy and to prevent in-
dustry collapse, according
to a staternent released by
the association on Friday.
Failure to do so, he warned,

would lead to shutdowns,
reduced exports, and wide-
spread unemployment.
The SITE association
chairman criticised the

_ lack of action from the

caretaker government say-
ing, “Running an indus-
try is no more a profitable
business. Unfortunately,
the caretaker government
has taken no step to create
a competitive environment
for industries, reduce pro-
duction costs, and stimu-
late the economy, leaving
the industrial community
in despair.”

He stressed the impor-
tance of setting utility
prices through stakeholder
consultations to ensure
they are reasonable and
globally competitive, en-
abling uninrerrupred in-
dustrial operations. Arbi
warned that if gas tariffs
are not reduced, they
would adversely affect
Pakistan's exports.
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Industries reject gas price hike,
warn of economic fallout

By our correspendent

KARACHI: Industrial pssociations on Fri-
day refected a hike in gas tanff appeoved
by the caretaker government, saying it
would hurt the already struggling sector
and bead 1o more closupes aid job losses.

The SITE Association of Indusiry
(SAD and the Korangi Association of
Trade & Industry (KAT1), representing
the two largest industrial zones in
Karacld, demanded that the government
withdraw the decision and lower the gas
prices to make them regionally competi-
tivee.

Muhammad Kamran Arbi, president
of SAl demanded that the caretaker
Prime Minister Anwarul Hag Kakar, Fed-
eral Minister for Commerce, Industries
& Production Gohar Ejaz and Minister
for Energy Mulinmmad Al take back the
decision of the hike in gas tarifl in the
larger interest of the national economy
and 1o save the industries from collapss.

‘In case the declsion ks not with
drawn, the industries will close down,

resulting in a decline in exports and
mass unemployment,” Arbi said in a
stalemenl.

The SAI president said the business
community was given an sssurance for 9
cents per KWh electricity tarifl by the
carelaker government.

*Howwver, contrary bo the pssurince
given, POL, electricity and gas tariffs
have been increased constantly by the
carclaker government.”

Arbi said the national economy is
passing through a severe crisis currently,
and running an industry s no more a
profitable business.

*Unfortunately, the caretaker gov-
ermiment has taken no step o provide a
competithve environmen! 1o industries,
lower the cost of production and relgnite
the engine of the national economy,
which has left the industrial community
in despair,” Arbi remarked.

The asked the caretaker government
to review the decision of the hike in gas
prices and reduce them taking into con-
sideration the ground realities.

“The utilities prices should be fixed
after thorough consultation with stake-
holders. and justifiable as well as re-
gionally competitive so that industrial
activities continue without a hurdle,
which would ultimately have a positive
impact on the national economy and ex-
ports, In case the gas tariff is not low.
ered, it will have a negative impact on
the country’s exports.”

The Korangl Assoclation of Trade and
Industry (KATI) alse vehemently re
jected the recent surge in gas prices, as-
serting thal this decision poses a severe
threat to the industrinl sector, poten-
tially leading to increased unemploy-
menlt.

Johar Qandhari, president KAT] ex-
pressed concern over the already ele-
vateéd production costs in the region,
rendering industrial ists less competitive
compared to their counterparts in neigh-
boring countrics

Highlighting the industry's prior de-
rand for a reduction in gas prices from
Rs2,100 to Rs 1,800 per MMBTU, Qand-

hari underscored that the recent govem:-
minl decision to raise prices to Rs2, 700
1o R<2 000 per MMBTU intensifies the
challenges faced by the industrial sector.

The KAT! chief warned that the con-
tinued escalation of gas prices could re-
sult in the closure of numerous indus-
tries, aniplifying unemployinent rates
and diminishing Pakistan's export capa-
bilities and appealed (o the government
1o reverse this decision promptly and es-
tablish a fixed gas price of Rsl.800 per
MMBTU for industries.

Emphasizing the need for the govemn-
ment 1o explore and provide alfordable
energy alternatives for the industry,
Qandhari stressed that such measures
are crucial for ersuring the competitive-
niess of Pakistani products the global
market,

As the industeial sector grapphes with
the ramifications of the gas price hike,
Prestdent Johar Qandhart's stance advo-
cales for the preservation of industrial
stability and the prevention of potential
ecconomic sethacks for Pakistan.
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SITE President
demands to withdraw
gas tariff hike

By Commerce Reporter

KARACHL: The President, SITE Association of Industry
Muhummad Kamean Arbi, hos condemned the recent in-
crzase in gas tariff as approved by the Economic Coor-
dination Commatice and the corenker govi. He his de-
manded the caretaker Prime Minister Auwarul Hag
Kakar. Federal Minister for Commerce, Industries &
Production Dr. Gohar Ejee and Minisier for Energy
Muhammad Ali 1o ke back the decision of hike in gas
tarifl in the larger mierest of national econoy and 1o
save the industries from collapse,

He wimed that in cose, the decision is not with-
drawn, the {ndustries will clese down, resulting in de-
elme in exports and mass unemployment

I 2 appeal, M Arbi said that the business commu-
nity was given assueancs for 9 censs per KWh elecricity
tarift by the cerctaker government. The sssurance
Bmuagzht a sigh of relief and hope for the business com-
munity that the new wnll will help in reduction of pro-
duction cost, and they will be sble to continuz produc-
tion wnabated amd deliver export orders on nme
However, contrary 1o the assurance given, POL, electric-
iy and gas tanfT are being inoreased constamily by the
carétaker government.

SITE Presadent added thar currently, the nstionnl
cconomy 18 passing through severe crims, To mun & in-
dimiry is no more a prafimble hisiness. He questioned
the Coretukier Prisme Mmister as 10 how economy of thie
country can be stabilized and strengthened in the ab-
sence of industrial and business aclivities”

“Unforunately: the caretaker government has taken
mir siep o provide compeditive caviremmenl W indos-
trics, lower the cost of production and reignite the en-
gine of nmtional economy, which has lefi the industnal
comunity in despain,” Arbi remarked.

SITE President demanded the cretnker Prime Mimis-
ter Armwarul Hag Kakar, Federdl Mimister for Commerce,
Industrics & Production D, Gohar Ejaz and Minister for
Energy Mubhammad Ah Lo review the decision of hike in
gas prices and reduce the same 1aking imo consideration
the growmd realities.
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Gas Tariff Hike

The recent decision by the caretaker government to increase gas tariffs has
sent ripples of concern through Pakistan’s industrial circles, painting a grim
picture of potential consequences. Industrial bodies are raising the alarm,
warning of possible industrial closures, a surge in unemployment, and a hit
to the export market if the decision isn't promptly reversed.

Muhammad Kamran Arbi, the president of the SITE Association of Industry
(SAI), expressed his disappointment at the caretaker government’s lack of
support. The constant increases in petroleum, electricity and gas tariffs
have made running an industry an unprofitable venture. The business
community finds itself in despair as the caretaker government fails to
breathe life back into the engine of the national economy.

16 Pages, Regd. No, K-337

Vot 00 Mo, 308 | Rs 30

Shaban (18, 45

MONDAY,
February 19, 2024



LI [T

l'““"lﬁ
I—Hl"l

! @ teurtun
— B | s i ek el
(1 wjped
™ .
- mldl‘mh B i el
BT T ) | | e e Sl

AR i bl L RS B e W mE e

SER i u-uuu—-

¥ REGISNAL TIMES:

ﬂ]

" L} ol
AT e Frbevn 17 T80 Shehea 0, a4 008 P (D

SITE President Urges
Withdrawal Of Gas
Tariff Hike

KARACHI Muhammad
Kamran Arbi, President of
the SITE Association of In-
dustry, has strongly cnticized
the recent gas tanff increase
approved by the Economic
Coordination Commuttee and
the carctaker government He
calls upon Caretaker Pnme
Mimster Anwarul Hagq
Kakar, Federal Mimister for
Commerce, Industnes & Pro-
duction Dr Gohar Fjaz, and
Minister for Energy Muham-
mad Al to retract the deci-
sion in the interest of the na-
tional economy and to
prevent industnal collapse

Arbi warns that failure to
withdraw the decision wall
force industries to shut down,
leading to a decline in ex-
ports and widespread unem-
ployment

Expressing  disappoint-
ment, Arbi lughlights the as-
surance @iven by the care-
laker government regarding
electricity tarif¥s, which pro-
vided hope for reducing pro-
duction costs and meeting
export deadlines. However,
the continuous Increase n
tariffs for petroleum, electnc-
ity, and gas runs contrary 10
this assurance

Amidst a severe eco-

nomic crisis,
tions how the country's
economy can stabilize
without supporting indus-
trial and business activi-
ties. Demanding a review
of the gas price hike, Arbi
emphasizes the need for
consultation with stake-
holders to establish fair
and regionally competitive
utihity prices. Failure to
address this 1ssue, he
warns, will negatively im-
pact exports and further
strain the national econ-
omy. Arbi urges immedi-
ate action 1o create a
conducive environment
for industries to operate
smoothly, ultimately
benefiting the country’s
economy and export sec-
tor —RT

Arbi ques-
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Industrialists reject
gas tarift hike, warn
closure of industries
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SITE demands
reversal of gas
tarifl surge
STAFF REPORTER

The President of the SITE
Association of Industry,
Muhammad Kamran Arbi,
has strongly criticized the re-
cent escalation in gas tariffs
approved by the Economic
Coordination  Committee
and the caretaker govern-
ment. He has called upon
Caretaker PM Anwarul Hag
Kakar, Federal Minister for
Commerce, Industries Dr.
Gohar Ejaz, and Minister for
Energy Muhammad Al to
rescind the decision to hike
gas tariffs, citing its detri-
mental mmpact on the na-
tional  economy  and
industrial sector. Arbi cau-
tioned that failure to retract
the decision could lead to the
closure of industries, exacer-
bating the decline in exports
and triggering widespread
unemployment. In a plea,
Arbi highlighted the busi-
ness community's anticipa-
tion of a reduced clectricity
tariff of 9 cents per KWh
under the caretaker govern-
ment's assurances.
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Industrialists reject
gas tariff hike, warn
closure of industries

KARACHI: The Prowdent SITE
Aszochation of Iodustry  Mehamisad
Kasnpun Arbe, b comleommed tw rocent
fcremed in gus tanil e agpreved by e
Feomsiae L oapninalon Umsginedled and e
carcaker povi. dave a Pros neleuse

He his demunded (he carctaker Prime
Mmister Amaarul oy Kaksr, Pederal
Mmiger for Commerce, [ndusiries &
Peodictsom [y Chabar Fpar and Mmster fon
Energy Mubspumsd Al 1o lake back the
decision of ke i zies el dn the lirper
wlerend ol rudional ecomomy amad o smve e
druduisdnes (oo collap

He warmed thal in case, the decinmm 15 misl
wilhadrawr, the muluspes will close down
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wivi Ll e beg increasel constantly by

the cisetaker goveronm
SITE Prestdot skdexd (hat cumvently, the
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Prane Misusier & 1o how ecotoary of the
couptry can be subilirad gl strengthened
o he aleemee of unlistrial and business
activitics”
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has tilken no siop W provide Lomgetitvy
arvironmet o mdosaried. lower the cos ol
prodiciion and seigoite the engine o
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SITE Dyesadent denmmded ihe cmoiibe
Prime Mimsier Awsarul Hag  Kakar
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& Producton v Cebue P and Wi
tor Eporgy Mohemmad Al jo revew (he
deceion of buke w gas praces and reduce the
wennic tnking o considaration the grosnd
reshties
Ihe stilties proces abwstikd e Noved e
thoroagh consullation wilh stakebolders
pustliabde as well s regionalh compaitive
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Bardle, whnch would wltmasely hve
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Industrialists reject gas tariff hike, warn closure of industries SITE President demands to
withdraw Gas tariff hike

February 16,2024 & Admin

KARACHI: The President, SITE Association of Industry Muhammad Kamran Arbi, has condemned the recent increase in
gas tariff as approved by the Economic Coordination Committee and the caretaker govt. He has demanded the
caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Haq Kakar, Federal Minister for Commerce, Industries & Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz and
Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali to take back the decision of hike in gas tariff in the larger interest of national
economy and to save the industries from collapse:

He wamed thal In case, the decision is not withdrawn, the industries will close down, resulting in decline in exports and
mass unemployment.

In-an appeal, Mr. Arbi said that the business community was given assurance for 9 cents per KWh electricity tariff by the
caretaker government. The assurance brought a sigh of relief and hope for the business community that the new tariff
will help in reduction of production costand they will be able to continue production unabated and deliver export orders
on time. However, contrary to the assurance given, POL, electricity and gas tariff are being Increased constantly by the
caretaker government.

SITE President added that currently, the national economy is passing through severe crisis. To nin an industry is no
more a profitable business. He questioned the Caretaker Prime Minister as to how economy of the country can be
stabilized and strengthened in the absence of industrial and business activities?

“Unfortunately, the caretaker government has taken no step lo provide competitive environment to industries, lower the
cost of production and reignite the engine of national economy, which has left the industrial community in despair” Arbi
remarked.

SITE President demanded the caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Hag Kakar, Federal Minister for Commerce, Industries &
Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz and Minister for Energy Muharmmad Ali to review the decision of hike in gas prices and
reduce the same taking Into consideration the ground realities.

The utilities prices should be fixed after thorough consultation with stakeholders, justifiable as well as regionally
competitive 2o that industrial activities continue without hurdle, which would ultimately have positive impact on national
economy and exports. In case, the gas tariff is not lowered, it will have negative impact on the country's exports.



Industrialists reject gas tariff hike, warn
closure of industries SITE President demands
to withdraw Gas tariff hike.

KARACHI: The President, 5ITE Association of Industry Muhammad Kamran Arbl, has
condemned the recent increase in gas tariff as approved by the Economic Coordination
Committes and the caretakeér govt. He has demanded the caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul
Haq Kakar, Federal Minister for Commerce, Industries & Producticn Dr, Gohar Ejaz and
Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali to take back the decision of hike in gas tariff in tha
larger interes! of national economy and Lo save the industries from collapse.

He wamed that in case, the decision is not withdrawn, the industries will close down,

resulting in dechine in exports and mass unemployment.

In an appeal, Mr. Arbi said that the business community was given assurance for 8 cenls per
KWh electricity tariff by the caretaker government. The assurance brought a sigh of relief
and hope for the business community that the new tariff will keip in reduction of
production cost, and thay will be able to continue production unabated and deliver export
orders on tima. However, contrary to the assurance given, POL, electricity and gas tariff are
belng increased constantly by the caretaker government,

SITE President added that currently, the national economy is passing through severe crisis.
To run an industry is no more a profitable business. Ha questioned the Caretaker Prime
Minister a5 to how economy of the country can be stabilized and strengtheaned in the
absence of indusirial and business activities?

“Unfortunately, the carstaker govermment has taken no step to provide competitive
environmeant to industries, lower the cost of production and relgnite the engine of national
economy, which has ieft the Industnial community in despair” Arbi remarked.

SITE President demanded the caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Hag Kakar, Federal Minister
for Commerce, Industries & Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz and Minister for Energy Muhammad
Al to review the declsion of hike in gas prices and reduce Lthe same laking Intc
consideration the ground realities.

The utllities prices should be fixed after thorough consultation with stakeholders, justifiable
as well as regionally competitive so that industrial activities continue without hurdie, which
wolld ultimately have pasitive impact on national economy and exports. In casa, the gas

tariff is not lowered, it will heve negative impactl on the country's exports



February 19, 2024 (MLN): While rejecting the recent increase in gas tariff as approved by the Economic
Coordination Committee, the President, of the SITE Association of Industry Muhammad Kamran Arbi

demanded the caretaker government tzke back the decision to hike in gas tariff in the larger interest of

national economy and to save the industries from collapse.

He warned that in case, the decision is not withdrawn, the industrias will close down, resulting in a
decline in exports and mass unemployment, according to the press statement.

In an appeal, Mr Arbi said that the business community was given assurance of 9 cents per KWh
electricity tariff by the caretaker government.

The assurance brought a sigh of relief and hope for the business community that the new tariff will help
in the reduction of production cost and they will be able to continue preduction unabated and deliver
export orders on time

However, contrary to the assurance given, POL, electricity and gas tariffs are being increased constantly

by the caretaker government.

SITE President added that currently, the natlonal econemy is passing through a severe crisis. Te run an
industry is no longer a profitable business.

He guestioned the Caretaker Prime Minlster as to how the economy of the country could be stabllized
and strengthened in the absence of industrial and business activities.

“Unfortunately, the caretaker government has taken no step to provide a competitive environment to
industries, lower the cost of production and reignite the engine of the national economy, which has left

the industrial community in r'lpr.p.qir, * Arbi remarked

The utility prices should be fixed after thorough consultation with stakeholders, justifiable as well as
regionally competitive so that industrial activities continue without hurdles, which would ultimately have
a positive impact on the national economy and exports. In case, the gas tariff is not lowered, it will
harm the country’s exports, he suggested.
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SITE President demands to withdraw gas
tariff hike

The President of the SITE Association of Industry, Muhammad Kamran Arbi, has
condemned the recent increase in gas tariffs as approved by the Economic
Coordination Committee and the caretaker government. He has demanded the
caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Hag Kakar, Federal Minister for Commerce,
Industries & Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz and Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali to
take back the decision of hike in gas tariff in the larger interast of the national
economy and to save the industries from collapse

He warned that if the decision is not withdrawn, the industries will close down,
resulting in a decline in exports and mass unemp!oyment.

In an appeal, Mr Arbi said that the caretaker government assured the business
community of a 9 cents per kWh electricity tariff. The assurance brought a sigh of
relief and hope for the business community that the new tariff will help reduce
production costs, and they will be able to continue production unabated and
deliver export orders on time. However, contrary to the assurance given, POL,
electricity, and gas tariffs are constantly being increased by the caretaker
government.

SITE President added that the national economy is currently passing through a
severe crisis. To run an industry is no longer a profitable business. He guestioned
the Caretaker Prime Minister on how the country’'s economy could be stabilised
and strengthened without industrial and business activities.

“Unfortunately, the caretaker government has taken no step to provide a
competitive environment to industries, lower the cost of production and reignite
the engine of the national economy, which has left the industrial community in
despair,” Arbi remarked.

SITE President demanded the caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Haq Kakar, Federal
Minister for Commerce, Industries & Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz and Minister for
Energy Muhammad Ali to review the decision to hike gas prices and reduce the
same, considering the ground realities.

The utility prices should be fixed after thorough consultation with stakeholders,
and they should be justifiable and regionally competitive so that industrial
activities continue without hurdles, which would ultimately positively impact the
national economy and exports. In case, the gas tariff is not lowered, it will
negatively impact the country's exports.
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Industrialists demand govt to withdraw
new gas tariff

Industrialists of Karachi and Hydersbad appealed to the government to withdraw new, unbearable and unjustifiable
gas tariff which could be o tall order for survival of the local industries.

They urged leaders and pelitical parties to reconsider the decision, emphasising that in developed countries, utilities are

not exploited for economic gains.

They said the government's focus should be on providing essential facilities to promote the industrial growth, rather
than escalating gas and electricity prices without any proper planning.

SITE Association of Industry President Muhammad Kamran Arbi has condemned the recent increase in gas tariff as
approved by the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) and the caretaker government.

He has demanded caretaker Prime Minister Anwarul Hag Kakar, Federal Minister for Commerce, Industries and
Production Dr Gohar Ejaz and Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali to take back the decision of price-hike in gas in the

larger interast of the national econamy and to save the industries from collapse,

He wamed that if the decision is not withdrawn, the industries will be closed down, resulting in a dedline in exports and
mass unemployment,

Arbi said currently the national economy is passing through severe crises. To run an industry is no more o profitable
business. He questioned the Caretaker Prime Minister as to how economy of the country can be stabilized and
strangthened in the absence of industrial and business activities?

“Unfortunately, the caretaker government has taken no step to provide competitive environment to industries, lower
the cost of production and reignite the engine of the national economy, which has left the industrial community in the
lurch,” Arbi remarked.

SITE President demanded the caretaker government to review the decision of hike in gas prices and reduce them, while
considering the ground realities.

The utility prices should be fixed after thorough consultations with stakeholders and they should justifioble as well as
regionolly competitive so that industrial activities continue without hurdle, which would ultimately have a positive

impact on the national economy and exports.

In case, the gas tariff is not lowered, it will have negative impact on the country’s exports.



SITE Demands Withdrawal of Gas Tariff Hike

Staft Report

Munammad Kamran Arbl, President of the SITE Association of Indugtry, has condemned
{he recent increass in gas lanffs approved by the Economis Coordination Committes and
the caretaker governmant and demands withdrawal of gas & nike

He has urged Caretaker Prime Minlster Anwary! Hag Kakar, Feceral Minister for
Commerce, Industnes & Froduction Dr. Gohar Ejaz. anc Mimster for Energy Muhammad
Al to retracy the decision 1o hike gas tariffs in the greater interest of the natanal economy
and to safeguare Indusiries from colispse

Erbi wamed that failure fo withdraw the decision would lead to the closure of industies
sasulting in a deciing in expons and widespread unemplayment

In his appeal, Arbe mighlighted that the business communidy had been promised a tarif of
2 cents par 1WWh of electricity by the caretaxer govermnment

This assurance provided a sensa of reliel and optimism o the susiness community, with
the expectation that the new tanff would reduce production costs, enabing unintemupted
production and timety delivery cf expor orders. However contrary fo this assurance. the
caretakes government has continued 1o relse prices of petraleum, electricity, and

gas. Cgra Notifies Massive Hike In Gas Prices

The SITE President emphasized et the rations| economy |2 currently in & s2vare consis,
making running an indlstry no langer a profimble venture He guesfioned haw the
country's economy cou'd be stabilized and strengthened without industrial and business
actiyibes

Regrettahly the aaretaker government has Bken fo measures 10 create a competiive
envirmnment for indusires. reduce production costs, or reignite the engine of the national
economy. leaving the industrial community in despair " remarced arbi

Arkl demanded that Prime Minister &mvarul Hag Kakar, Minlster for Commerce
Indusires & Procuction Or Gohar Ejaz, and Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali
recons:cler the decision to (ncrease gas prices and reduce them, taking into account the
prevalling grouns regiifies

He stressed that uliiy prices should be determined after thorough consultation with
stadaholders, ensuring they ars jLstifialde and regisnally compative 1o faciitate
unintaruptad Industial activities, ulimatatly having a positive impact on the national
Boonomy and exparts:

Faiure to radice gas 1arTs would adyversaly affact tha country’s sxports
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Industrialists reject gas tariff hike, warn closure of
industries SITE President demands to withdraw Gas tariff
hike

Hy Kazim Rara Rizvi
© FEBe zuze W stosuae of ndustiles, erpons, Hoas anT hike, 2ndusiizists, sielecl, 8SITE Fresitenl 2wildiaw Gas ol

EARACHI: The Preziden:, 5[TE Associatsion of Industry Muhammiad Eamran Arbi. has condemned the recenr increaze in gas tanff a3 approved by the Econemic Coordination
Committee and the caretaker povt. He has demanded the carstalier Prime Minicter Arwaml Eag Kakear, Federal Minister for Commerce. Industiiss & Production Dr Gohar Ejaz and

Minister for Energy Mulammad Al to tzke back the decision of ke m gas tanff in the lasger imierest of nattenal coonomy and 1o save the mdusties from collapse
He warmed that in case, the decision 1s not withdrawn, the mdusties will close down, resulling in decline in expords and mass unemployment

In an appeal, Mr. Arbu said that the busmness community was given assurance for ¥ cemts per KWh electnety tanff by the caretaier government. The assurance brought a sigh of rehef
and hops for the busmess compmunty that the new tanff wall help i redocnon of production cost, and thev wiil be able to contmus producton unabated and daliver expom orderson

e However, comtrary (o the susurancs given, PO, elecmemny and gas tanff are bemg moreased constantly by the caremaker govemment

SITE President added that currently, the natiohal economy [ passing throwgh severe crisis. To fun an indusiry is no more a pfofilsble business. Ha queshioned the
Carstaker Prime Minisier as fo how economy of Ihe country can be stabilized and strengthened in the absencs of ndustrial and business achiviies?

‘Unforiunataly, the carelaker govermment has taken no step 1o provide compatitive environment 10 industnies, iower the cost of production and reignite the engine of
national economy, which has keft the industnal community in despain” Arbi remarked

SITE President demandad (he carolaker Prime Minister Anwaiul Hag Kakar, Federal Mivistar for Comemarce, Industries & Production D1 Gohar Ejaz and Ministar lon
Eneragy Muhamrmad Al Lo review e decision of hike in gas prices and reduce the same laking into consideration the ground reslites.

Tho utiiitios prices should bo fiked after thorough consultation with clakoholders, justfiable 35 well as rogionally compofitive so that industrial activitios confinuo
without furdle, which would ulbmalely have posiive impact on national sconomy and exporls. In case, the gas lanT is nol lowsred, it will have negalive impacl on the
country's expoarts



Unprecedented Gas Price Hike Sparks
Concern and Outcry from Pakistani
Business Community

In'a move to satisty IMF conditions, Pakistan's caretaker government has increased natural gas prices, causing alarm
arong the business community. Industry leaders are calling for a reversal of the decision 1o prevent economic

collapse and widespread unemployment.

The SITE Association, alongside other business groups such as the Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Textile Mills Association {KPTMA), has raised the alarmover
the potential catastrophic impact of the gas tariff hike on the national economy. Muhammad Kamran
Arbi, President of the SITE Association of Industry, has beenvocal in condemning the government's
decision, emphasizing that the constant escalation of utility prices is severely hampering industrial
activities and exports. Arbi's call for a reversal of the tariff increase underscores the urgent need to
prevent industry collapse and the ensuing economic faliout, including shutdowns, reduced exports, and

rising unemployment rates.
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