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Trade and industry
decry costly
electricity

By Our Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Trade and industry people have asked
the government to seriously look into the matter of
high electricity tariffs for all categories of consumers,
particularly export and general industries, and ration-
alise the same to bring down the cost of production.

SITE Association of Industry President Muhammad
Kamran Arbi said there is much unrest amongst the
business community due to high electricity bills.
The high energy tariff is fast making local goods
uncompetitive on international markets against com-
petitors particularly Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Vietnam and Egypt.

He said the contracts signed with independent
power producers (IPPs) are the root cause of exorbitant
power tariffs. Capacity payments have crossed alarm-
ing levels already without any significant addition in
electricity consumption. This burden is being trans-
ferred to consumers who are already crumbling under
the weight of high inflation and is squeezing them fur-
ther. The agreements signed with IPPs have now
become a question of survival for the entire nation,

Mr Arbi appealed to the prime minister, finance
minister and energy minister to immediately look into
the matter and take urgent remedial measures in the
larger interest of the nation.
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President of the SITE
Association of Industry,
Muhammad Kamran Arbi,
has called on the govern-
ment to address the issue of
exorbitant electricity tariffs
for all consumer categories,
particularly for export and
general industries. In a press

statement on Monday, Arbi
emphasised the need to ra-
tionalise tariffs based on the
actual cost of production.
Arbi highlighted grow-
ing unrest within the
business community
over soaring electricity

bills, which are making
Pakistani industries, both
export-oriented and do-
mestic, uncompetitive in
international markets. He
pointed out that competi-
tors like Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Vietnam, and
Egypt have a significant edge
due to lower energy costs.
“Pakistan lacks a com-

petitive edge in industrial
energy costs, placing us at
the bottom,” Arbi stated.
He stressed the necessity of
energy security—reliable and
affordable electricity, gas,
and water—for industrial
production.
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Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on Monday lauded the security
forces for their prompt action in thwarting a terrorist infiltration attempt
on the Pakistan-Afghan border. The minister praised the security forces for
their bravery and vigilance in defending the nation and maintaining peace.

Mohsin Naqvi praises forces for foiling terrorist
Infiltration at Pak-Afghan Border
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Tackling plastic pollution vital for
environmental sustainability, public
health: Romina Khurshid

Goordinator to the Prime Minister on Climate Change and
Environmental Coordination, Romina Khurshid Alam said that
plastic pollution has emerged as a serious concern for Pakistan,
which has aggravated further the environmental degradation
problem heing faced by the country with significant economic and

health crisis. (Details on Page 3)
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President SAT demands
rationalization of

power tariff

&S Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Muhammad
Kamran Arbi, President of
SITE Association of Indus-
try, has demanded the govern-
ment to seriously look into
the matter of exorbitant elec-
tricity tarift for all categories
of consumers, particular-
ly export and general indus-
tries tariff and rationalize the
same laking inlo considera-
tion the actual costof per unit
production.

Tn a statement, SAI Presi-
dent said that there is much
unrest amongst the busi-
ness community due to very
high electricity bills. The high
energy tariff is fast making
industries — export oriented,
and otherwise — uncom-
petitive in the international
markets where Pakistan’
competitors  particularly
Bangladesh, India, Indo-
nesia, Vietnam & Egypt have
anedge overus.

“Pakistan simply has no
competitive edge on any
country, and it is positioned

al the bollom where prices of
industrial energy input are
concerned. Industrial produc-
tion requires energy security
(particularly electricity, gas
and water) with utilities being
competitively price, of good
quality and having consistent
supply”

Mr. Arbi termed the current
situation as ‘alarming’ and
stated that it calls for imme-
diate intervention from the
government which is a must
to keep the wheels of industry
moving to ensure that the
labor force remains gainfully
employed, and the country
does not lose on exportorders
in the international market.
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President Of SITE Association
Demands Rationalization Of
Powqr Tariff

KARACHI Presiden of the
SITE Associanon of Industry
Muhammad Kamran Arbs
has issuad a press ststement
wgng the government 1o ad
dress the issue of exorbrtant
clectncity tanils for all con-
s calegonies, particularty
for export and general mdus
mwies He calls for the wanits
o be ranonahized, consider
mig the actual cost of per unit
production

Arbi highlighted the un
rest amony the business com-
mumaly duse w0 high elecmoity
hills, which are making in
dusiries, especaally export-
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stan's competsions, nchedimg
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edge due 10 lower energy
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He emphasized that Pak-
istan lacks a compclhibve
edge in terms of industrial
enengy inpul prices and 15 81
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the bomom of the list Indus-
mal producnon requires en
ergy secunty, with utilities
beang competitively priced
of good quality, and having a
conmsistent supply M Ardw
described the Cament situation
as “alprming” and called for
ll"“"ﬂ‘ﬂj'l-ﬂf 1ﬂ.7'| ermiment infer-
venson 10 keep the wheels of
mdustry munvnyg He stressed
thaat ghis 18 essentral b0 ensure
that the labor force remams
empknyed and thae the counery
does ot lose expon onders in
the iviematconal markeat
"Eneryy secunty 18 g basc
requisite for miusinal growth
mrywhere in the wordd Honw-
ever fowr i i remans a

pipedream  The conirects
sgned wath  Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) are
The pot Caasse of the exorbitant
power tanff The capacity pay
menl has crossed alarming
levels withoun mry significant
asddition 1o elecincaty con-
sumpbion. This burden s
bewng transferred w0 oon-
sumers who are already crum
bling under high nflation,®
said Arbe. The SAl President
sppenled o the Prme Mims
tet, the Finansce Manister, and
the Enengy Mimister 1o ymme-
dhately address the matter
and take wrgent remedial
measures in the nation's
larger imterest — KT
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Cabinet set to decide on PTI ban on Tuesday

ISLastaian: Prime Minister Shehbir Sharif has calbed o federal cabinet meeting for tomor)
row to discuss the polential ban on the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1), Express News]
reporied. Sources indicate that the cabiner will seek approval for the ban aind deliberate on|
the current political climate i the country. Recenly, Federal Minisier for Information and|
Broadeasting Ataullah Tarar announced in 4 press conference that the federal government]
[plans 1o imposc & ban on FT1. Read also: Bilawal o chair pamy huddle on PT1 ban move|
He stated that legal action under Constitstion's Article & would be pursued against former|
President Arif Alvi, PT1 founder Imran Khen. and Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri.
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President SAI demands
rationalization of power tarlff

KaracHi: President of SITE
Association of Industry
Muhammad Kamran Arbi has,
in a press statement, demanded
the government to seriously
look into the matter of exor-
bitant electricity tarifT for all
categories of consumers, par-
ticularly export and general
industries tariff and rational-
ize the same taking into con-

sideration the actual cost of

per unit production.

He said that there is
much unrest amongst busi-
ness community due to very
high electricity bills. The high
energy tarilf is fast making
industries - export oriented,
and otherwise - uncompeti-
tive in the international mar-
kets where Pakistan’s com-
petitors particularly
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Vietnam & Egypt have an edge
over us.

Pakistan simply has no
competitive edge on any coun-
try and it is positioned at the
bottom where prices of indus-
trial energy input are con-
cerned. Industrial production
requires energy security (par-

ticularly clectricity, gas and
water) with utilities being
competitively price, of good
quality and having consistent
supply.

Mr. Arbi termed the cur-
rent situation as 'alarming’
and stated that it calls for
immediate intervention from
the government which is a

must to keep the wheels of

industry moving to ensure
that the labor force remains
gainfully employed, and the
country does not lose on export
orders in the international
market.

"Energy securily isa
basic requisite for industrial
growth anywhere in the world.
However, for us it remains a
pipedream! Moreover, the
contracts signed with 1PPs are

the root cause of exorbitant
power tarifT. The capacity
payment has crossed alarming
levels already without any
significant addition in elec-
tricity consumption. This bur-
den is being transferred to
consumers who are already
crumbling under the weight
of high inflation, and squecz-
ing them further. The agree-
ments signed with IPPs have
now become question of sur-
vival for the entire nation.”
added SAI President,

SAl President has
appealed the Prime Minister
of Pakistan, Finance Minister
and the Energy Minister to
immediately look into the mat-
ter and take urgent remedial
measures in the larger interest
of the nation.
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Veteran Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf (PT1) leader Asad Qaiser

President SAl demands
rationalization of power

tariff

B NEWS DESK
WARACHE
Muhammad Kamran Arbi,
President of SITE Assodation
of Industry, has demanded the
government to seriously look
into the matter of exorbitant
electricity tanff for all catego-
ries of consumens, particularky
export and general indus
tries tarilf and rationalize the
same taking into considera-
thon the actual cost of per unit

production

In a staterment, SAI President
said that there s much unnest
amongst the business commu-
nity due to very high electricty
bills. The high energy tariff is
fast making industries - ex-
port oriented, and otherwise
- uncompetitive in the interma-
tional markets where Pakistan's
competitors particularly
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Vietnam & Egypt hive an edge
OVET Us.

“Pakistan simply has no com-

petitive edge on any country,
andl it Is positioned at the bot-
toim whene prices of industrial
energy input are concerned
Industrial production requires
enengy security (particularly
electricity, gas and water) with
utilities being competitively
price, of good guality and hav
ing consistent supphy:”

Mr: Arbi termed the current
situation as ‘alarming’ and
stated that it calls for immediate
intervention from the govern-
ment which is a must to leep
the whoeels of industry moving
to ensure that the labor force
remains gainfully employed,
and the country does not lose
on export orders in the interna
tional market.

“Energy security Is.a hasic req-
uisite for industrial growth any-
where in the world. However,
for us it remains a pipednsam!
Mareover, the contracts signed
with IPPs ame the root cause of
exnrhitant power tariff
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SAI demands
rationalisation
of power tariff
By Staff Reporter

KARACHLI: SITE Associa-
tion of Industry demanded
government to seriously
look into matter of exorbi-
tant electricity tariff for all
categories of consumers,
particularly export and
general industries tariff and
rationalise same taking into
consideration actual cost of
per unit production.

In statement, SAI Pres-
ident Kamran Arbi said that
there is much unrest
amongst business commu-
nity due to very high elec-
tricity bills. High energy
tariff is fast making indus-
tries-export oriented and
otherwise-uncompetitive in
international markets
where Pakistan's competi-
tors particularly
Bangladesh, India, Indone-
sia, Vietnam and Egypt
have an edge over us. "Pak-
istan simply has no com-
petitive edge on any coun-
try, and it is positioned at
bottom where prices of in-
dustrial energy input are
concerned. Industrial pro-
duction requires energy se-
curity (particularly electric-
ity, gas and water) with
utilities being competi-
tively price, of good qual-
ity and having consistent
supply.”



More Tham Just Hews

President SAI demands rationalisation
of power tariff.

KARACHI: Muhammad Kamran Arbi, President of SITE Association of Industry, has demanded
the government to seriously look into the matter of exorbitant electricity tariff for all
categories of consumers, particularly export and general industries tariff and rationalize the
same taking into consideration the actual cost of per unit production.

In a statement, SAl President said that there is much unrest amongst the business community
due to very high electricity bills. The high energy tariff is fast making industries — export
oriented, and otherwise — uncompetitive in the international markets where Pakistan’s
competitors particularly Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Vietnam & Egypt have an edge over us.

“Pakistan simply has no competitive edge on any country, and it is positioned at the bottom
where prices of industrial energy input are concerned. Industrial production requires energy
security (particularly electricity, gas and water) with utilities being competitively price, of
good guality and having consistent supply.”

Mr. Arbi termed the current situation as ‘alarming’ and stated that it calls for immediate
intervention from the government which is a must to keep the wheels of industry moving to
ensure that the labor force remains gainfully employed, and the country does not lose on
export orders in the international market.

“Energy security is a basic requisite for industrial growth anywhere in the world. However, for
us it remains a pipedream! Moreover, the contracts signed with IPPs are the root cause of
exorbitant power tariff. The capacity payment has crossed alarming levels already without
any significant addition in electricity consumption. This burden is being transferred to
consumers who are already crumbling under the weight of high inflation and squeezing them
further. The agreements signed with IPPs have now become a question of survival for the
entire nation.” added the SAl President.

SAl President has appealed to the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Finance Minister and the
Energy Minister to immediately look into the matter and take urgent remedial measures in the
larger interest of the nation.
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President SAl demands rationalization of power tariff

KARACHI: Muhammad Kamran Arbi, President of SITE Association of Industry, has demanded the government to seriously look into the matter of exorbitant
electricity tariff for all categories of consumers, particularly export and general industries tariff and rationalize the same taking into consideration the actual cost of per
unit production.

In a statement, SAl President said that there is much unrest amongst the business community due to very high electricity bills. The high energy tariff is fast making
industries — export oriented, and otherwise — uncompetitive in the international markets where Pakistan's competitors particularly Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Vietnam & Egypt have an edge over us.

“Pakistan simply has no competitive edge on any country, and it is positioned at the bottom where prices of industrial energy input are concerned. Industrial
praoduction requires energy security (particularly electricity, gas and water) with utilities being competitively price, of good quality and having consistent supply.”

Mr. Arbi termed the current situation as “alarming’ and stated that it calls for immediate intervention from the government which is a must to keep the wheels of
industry moving to ensure that the labor force remains gainfully employed, and the country does not lose on export orders in the international market.

“Energy security is a basic requisite for industrial growth anywhere in the world. However, for us it remains a pipedream! Moreover, the contracts signed with IPPs
are the root cause of exorbitant power tariff. The capacity payment has crossed alarming levels already without any significant addition in electricity consumption.
This burden is being transferred to consumers who are already crumbling under the weight of high inflation and squeezing them further. The agreements signed with
IPPs have now become a question of survival for the entire nation.” added the SAl President.

5Al President has appealed to the Prime Minister of Pakistan, Finance Minister and the Energy Minister to immediately look into the matter and take urgent remedial
measures in the larger interest of the nation.
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President SAI demands the rationalisation
of power tariffs.

Muhammad Kamran Arbi, President of the SITE Association of Industry, has
demanded that the government seriously investigate the exorbitant electricity
tariffs for all categories of consumers, particularly export and general industries
tariffs, and rationalise them, considering the actual cost per unit production.

In a statement, SAl President highlighted the significant impact of high energy
tariffs on industrial competitiveness. He pointed out that the current situation is
causing unrest among the business community and is making industries, both
export-oriented and domestic, uncompetitive in the international markets.

“Pakistan simply has no competitive edge over any country, and it is positioned at
the bottom where prices of industrial energy input are concerned. Industrial
production requires energy security (particularly electricity, gas, and water), with
utilities being competitively priced, of good quality, and consistent supply.”

Mr Arbi termed the current situation ‘alarming’. He stated that it calls for immediate
government intervention, which must keep the wheels of industry moving, ensure
that the labour force remains gainfully employed and that the country does not
lose on export orders in the international market.

“Energy security is a basic requisite for industrial growth anywhere in the world.
However, for us, it remains a pipedream! Moreover, the contracts signed with IPPs
are the root cause of exorbitant power tariffs. The capacity payment has already
crossed alarming levels without significantly increasing electricity consumption.
This burden is being transferred to consumers who are already crumbling under
the weight of high inflation and squeezing them further. The agreements signed
with IPPs have now become a question of survival for the entire nation.” added the

SAl President.

SAl President has appealed to the Prime Minister of Pakistan, the Finance Minister,
and the Energy Minister to immediately investigate the matter and take urgent
remedial measures in the nation’s best interest.
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