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Traders across Pakistan observe shutter-down strike against tax
reforms

Imtiaz Ali | Adnan Sheikh | Humayun Baber | Umar Bacha | Abdullah Zehri | Kalbe Ali | Published August 28, 2024 |

Traders across major cities of Pakistan observed a shutter-down strike on
Wednesday against the government’s much-touted tax reforms, including the

Tajir Dost Scheme.

In March, the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) introduced the ‘Tajir Dost Scheme’ to bring
traders and wholesalers into the formal tax structure as required by the International

Monetary Fund (IMF). The move had led to concerns and reservations among the traders.

Earlier this month, the traders’ community, including Markazi Tanzeem-i-Tajran Pakistan
and All Pakistan Anjuman-i-Tajran, announced a nationwide strike against the Tajir Dost
Scheme as well as heavy taxation and inflated electricity bills.

Trader’s bodies have decried the tax challans — to the tune of Rs60,000 — issued to small

businesses and retailers, saying those registered under the scheme were promised they

would not have to pay more than Rs1,200 in taxes.

The expansion of the country’s tax base will now pose a significant challenge for the PML-N
and its coalition partner, the PPP, as the protesting traders have political affiliations with
these parties.

Nevertheless, opposition parties — Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl, Jamaat-i-Islami (JI), and
the Awami National Party — have declared their support for the agitating traders.

Shutters in various parts of the country — including the metropolitan cities of Karachi and
Lahore — remained closed as the call for strike from traders’ associations received an

overwhelming response from the community.

Iftikhar Ahmed Sheikh, president of the
Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(KCCI), had urged all its members to fully
support Wednesday’s countrywide strike by

closing their businesses.

Muhammad Kamran Arbi, president of the
Site Association of Industry, has extended

firm support to the traders’ strike. The Traders take to streets against tax reforms
Korangi Association of Trade and Industry | today

and the Central Association of Tajran
Pakistan have also announced their support.
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Traders take to streets against tax reforms today

FBR refuses to withdraw
Tajir Dost Scheme aimed
at bringing retail sector
under the tax net

By Mubarak Zeb Khan

ISLAMABAD: The government’s
much-touted tax reform is likely to face
substantial resistance as the traders’ com-
munity has announced a nationwide
strike on Wednesday (today), with partial
support from a few political parties and
trade associations,

Prior to the strike call, traders’ repre-
sentatives visited the Federal Board of
Revenue’s headquarters on Tuesday to
express their discontent to FBR Chairman
Rashid Mahmood and his team regarding
the Tajir Dost Scheme, which was imple-
mented in April, and the recently notified

tax rates that took effect in August.

The expansion of the country’s tax base
will now pose a significant challenge for
the PML-N and its coalition partner, the
PPP, as the protesting traders have politi-
cal affiliations with these parties.
Nevertheless, opposition parties — JUI-F,
Jamaat-i-Islami and Awami National
Party — have declared their support for
the agitating traders.

Mr Mahmood told Dagwn that the FBR is
willing to resolve ‘legitimate issues’ raised
during the meeting. “We are ready to
make amendments to the SRO to address
their concerns,” he said. IHowever, he
emphasised that the FBR will not with-
draw the Tajir Dost Scheme, which aims to
bring the retail sector under the tax net.

According to him, the retail secror,
which contributes 20 per cent to the GDP,
remains largely untaxed. Similarly, agri-
culture, also accounting for 20pc of GDP,
is managed by the provinces, as are ser-
vices. “We have no choice but to bring the

retail sector under the tax net,” he said.

The FBR chief hinted at setting up a
market-level review mechanism with rep-
resentation from tax officers and traders
to ensure that no shopkeepers face unfair
tax rates. “We can rectify such issues by
making amendments to the SR0O.”

The SRO 457 of 2024 was issued o
March 31 to notify special procedures fo
Tajir Dost Scheme. Another SR0O1064 o
2024 was issued on July 22 to notify area
wise monthly advance tax specified fo
traders. Under the scheme, tax rates wi
be collected from shopkeepers in 42 citie
across the country at a fixed rate of Rs10
to Rs20,000 per month, based on the fai
market value of their stores.

KCCI's appeal

Meanwhile, Iftikhar Ahmed Sheikh,
president of the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (KCCI), has
urged all its members to fully support the
Wednesday’s countrywide strike by clos-

ing their businesses, aiming Lo pressure
the government into withdrawing the
Tajir Dost Scheme and reducing high elec-
tricity bills and other taxes. He demanded
the withdrawal of the scheme and the
notices issued to registered and unregis-
tered traders/shopkeepers, which demand

Muhammad Kamran Arbi, president of
the SITE Association of Industry, has also
extended firm support to the traders’
strike. The Korangi Association of Trade
and Industry has also announced its sup-
port for the strike, with its president Johar
Qandhari urging the government to
prompily address the demands of the busi-
Nness community.

National Press Club, Kashif Chaudhry,
president of the Central Association of
Tajran Pakistan, announced that the busi-
ness community will observe a complete
shutdown as a public referendum against
the government’s decision.
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Karachi trade bodies
rally behind nationwide
Aug 28 strike

By our correspondent wetion on the business com-

nmity'’s demands, He high-
KARACHE Om  Tuesday, fighted the need for reducing
Karachi's trade and industry Jhe tax burden and electricity
associations voloed Uheir sup- rices and revising [PP con-
port for the August 28 natlon- Jracts. Qandhari also called
wide strike called by traders, orlhemmﬂl of additional
protesting against high taxes e + 1
and exorbitat electricity bills l')' tllls. He talked about the
Presgdent of the SITE As peloss faced by businesses
sociation of Industry Muhan- gnd industrinlists amid the
mad Kamran Arbl expressed Jurmrent economic crisis and
solidarity with traders, back- Jaffi
ing their call for a sirike as Pomands would enable them
they prepare to hall opers o fully contribute to stabiliz-
tions across the country. In a gng and enhancing Pakistan’s
statement, Arbl highlighted Jconomy.

the SITE Association’s align- President of the North
mend with the business sec- Karachi Association of Trade

tor'’s reasonable demagds, e Industries (NKATD) Faisal
He urged the govermment [Modz Khan pledged full sup-
10 address these urgent issues for the upeoming strike

by eliminating the newly im-
posed taes on traders, shop-
keepers and industrialists, re-
ducing electricity wrifls,
renegotiating contracts with
independent power producers
(TPPS) to bittir serve national
inferests, and providing ime
mediste relief 1o Karehi = a
city that plays a crucial mole in
the rational eomamy through
s contrbutions to crergy s
curity, infrastructure, and baw
and onder Thie Korangi Asso-

called for immediate ac-
lion from the govenmument o
ackle the pressing concems
trmdirs and industrialists, In
urgent meeting, NKATTs
dhip demondid a redoc-
' in clectricity tanffs, rems
potiation of IPP contracts,
athon of unlawful taxes,
d immediate reliel for
arachi, which contribates 70
r cont 1o the national ex-
equer. He stressed that
ese demands highlight the
e e itical need for government
(KATT) also announced its intervention 1o address the
support for the August 28 challenges facing Karachi's
strike. KATI President Johar business ocosmunity and its

Quundhari called for promptly  residenis,
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SITE Association Throws
Full Support Behind
Nationwide Traders Strlke

KARACHI The SITE Asso-
ciation of Industry, led by
President Muhammad kam-
ran Arbi, Chief Coordinator
Saleem Parekh, Semor Vice
President Hanif Tawakkal,
and Vice President Farhan
Ashrafi, along with the entire
Executive Committee, has
fully endorsed the stance of
the trade community and ex-

pressed their support for the L

nationwide sinke call on Au-
gust 28th

In a statement 1ssued by
the association, the leader-
ship acknowledged the ra-
nonality of the business com-
munity's demands. As
representatives of the indus-
trial secior, the SITE Associ-
ation recognizes the legin-
macy of these concemns and
urges the government to take
Tnlmtdlﬂ‘lf acton to address
the critical i1ssues raised by
traders and industnalists. The
demands include

Elimination of Newly Im-

posed Taxes: Removal of the
recently imposed taxes on
traders, shopkeepers, indus-
trialists, and the general pub-
lic

Reduction of Electncity
lanffs: An immediate reduc-
tion in electnaty tanfls o al-
leviate the burden on busi-
nesses and consumers

Renegotianon of [PP
Contracts: A call for the rene-
gotiation of Independent
Power Producer (IPP) con-
tracts to better serve the na-
tional nterest

Relief for Karachi: The

provision of prompt rehefl
to Karachi, a city that sig-
nificantly contributes to the
national exchequer, with a
fll'lli;l]!i on encrgy secunty,
infrastructure, and overall
improvement in law and
order

The SITE Association
emphasized that the de-
mands put forth by the
traders are justified and
urged the government to
take swift action to address
the challenges faced by the
business community and the
people of Karachi —RT

SEFA s Apilewi le



Traders observe nationwide strike against slew of taxes,
inflated power bills

Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) President Iftikhar Ahmed Sheikh asked
all its members to fully support the countrywide strike by closing their businesses to force
the government to withdraw the Tajir Dost Scheme and reduce high electricity bills and

other taxes.

The SITE Association of Industry, the Korangi Association of Trade and Industry and the
Central Association of Tajran Pakistan also extended support to the traders’ strike. Their
leaders urged the government to promptly address the demands of the businessmen.
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Industry supports traders' strike call for today

By Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Industrial sector en-
dorsed viewpoint of trade commu-
nity and support them in their strike
call on August 28 (today) as they
prepare to shut down across coun-
try.

In separate statements, SITE As-
sociation of Industry and North
Karachi Association of Trade and
Industries pledged their unwaver-
ing support for traders' strike. They
have urged government to take
swift action to address pressing
concerns of traders and industrial-
ists.

Site President Muhammad Kam-

ran Arbi, Chief Coordinator Saleem
Parekh, senior Vice President Hamif
Tawakkal, Vice President Farhan
Ashrafi along with Executive Com-
mittee said that they are part of
business community and as such,
SITE Association of Industry is
cognisant of their rational demands.

They have urged government to
take swift action to address very le-
gitimate and pressing concerns of
traders and industrialists, including
but not limited to newly imposed
taxes on traders, shopkeepers, in-
dustrialists and general public, re-
duction of electricity tariffs, rene-
gotiation of IPP contracts and
prompt relief to Karachi besides in-

frastructure and overall improve-
ment of law and order.

Faisal Moiz Khan President of
NKATI, senior Vice President
Shabbir Ismail, Vice President
Naeem Haider, CMC Chief Akhtar
Ismail, CEO of NKIDMC Younus
Khamisani and executive commit-
tee demanded immediate reduction
in electricity tariffs, renegotiation
of Independent Power Producer
contracts in national interest, elim-
ination of illegal taxes on traders,
shopkeepers, industrialists and gen-
eral public, and prompt relief for
Karachi, which contributes signifi-
cantly 70 percent to national ex-
chequer.



ABC CERTIFIED / MEMBER APNS and CPNE

L AR

An Independent Voice

hl:p:!fww.lhenem.l.lrk.:cm =eee facehoak The News Lark Daily

Daily

ENEWS

Karachi, Safar 22, 1446 Hijri- Wednesday, August 28, 2024. - 4 Pages Vol: 15 - No. 175 —-Price Rs.15

TMC Gadap Chairman No operation needed in Balochistan, single
Tariq Aziz Baloch said | 3 SHO enough to end terrorism: Naqvi AKU, IBA Organize
rain emergency imposed | {§ s e sassel  Diskogue on
in view of the ongoing b i i il Undergraduate
heavy rains...Page 3 s b Wbtk s e s Education...Page 3

SITE Association
supports trader’s
August 28 strike call

Karaciil: President SITE
Association of Industry
Muhammad Kamran Arbi,
Chief Coordinator Saleem
Parckh, Senior Vice President
Hanif Tawakkal, Vice President
Farhan Ashrafi along with the
entire Executive Committee,
today endorsed viewpoint of
the trade community and sup-
ported them in their strike call
on August 28th as they pre-
pared to shut down across the
country. In a statement issued,
they said that they were part
of the business community
and as such, SITE Association
of Industry was cognizant of
their rational demands.

I'hey urged the govern-
ment to take swift action to
address the very legitimate
and pressingconcernsoftraders
and industrialists. They
demandedeliminationofnewly

imposed taxes on traders, shop-
keepers, industrialists and the
general public besides ensur-
ing immediate reduction of
electricity tariffs The urged
the need to renegotiate |IPP
contracts to best serve the
national interest. They also
demanded provision of prompt
relief to the city of Karachi,
which contributed signifi-
cantly to the national excheq-
uer in form of energy security,
infrastructure, and overall
improvement of law & order
SITE members further said
that the demands set out by
the traders community were
completely rational and justi-
fied and emphasized the need
for urgent government inter-
vention to alleviate the chal-
lenges faced by the business
community and the people of
Karachi.
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SITE Association Endorses Traders August
rike

, 2024

Karachi, August 27, 2024 - The SITE Association of Industry, a prominent representative body of
industrialists in Karachi, has declared its support for the traders’ strike set for August 28, 2024.

The strike is a response to recent tax notices and escalating electricity bills that have sparked
widespread discontent among the business community.

The announcement came on Tuesday, as SITE Association President Muhammad Kamran Arbi, along
with Chief Coordinator Saleem Parekh, Senior Vice President Hanif Tawakkal, Vice President Farhan
Ashrafi, and the entire Executive Committee, voiced their backing of the traders’ stance. The
association emphasized solidarity with the trade community, recognizing their grievances as
“legitimate and pressing.”

In a statement issued by the SITE Association, Arbi highlighted the collective frustration of the
business community over the government's recent fiscal policies. "As members of the business
community ourselves, we are acutely aware of the difficulties faced by traders and industrialists. The
tax notices and inflated electricity bills have become a significant burden, and it is imperative that the
government takes immediate action to address these concerns,” he said.

The SITE Association’s support for the strike is rooted in several key demands:

+ Elimination of Newly Imposed Taxes: Traders, shopkeepers, industrialists, and the general public are
demanding the repeal of recently implemented taxes that have exacerbated financial pressures
during a time of economic uncertainty.

* Reduction of Electricity Tariffs: High electricity costs are a major concern for businesses, affecting
profitability and sustainability. The association is calling for an immediate reduction in tariffs to
provide relief to both traders and industrialists.

* Renegotiation of IPP Contracts: To ensure the national interest is prioritized, there is a demand for
renegotiating contracts with Independent Power Producers (IPPs) to achieve more favorable terms
for the country.

* Relief for Karachi: Emphasizing the city’s vital contribution to the national economy, the SITE
Association is urging the government to deliver prompt relief to Karachi, particularly in terms of
energy security, infrastructure development, and improved law and order.

The SITE Association’s leadership stressed the importance of these demands, describing them as
“completely rational and justified.” They further called on the government to recognize the urgency of
the situation and engage in constructive dialogue with the business community to alleviate the
mounting challenges they face.

The traders' strike, which is expected to see widespread participation across the country, highlights
the growing frustration among Pakistan’s business sectors. With Karachi being a key economic hub,
the strike’s impact could be substantial, potentially leading to disruptions in trade and commerce.

As the government grapples with economic challenges and rising public dissatisfaction, the SITE
Association’s backing of the strike adds significant weight to the traders' cause. The coming days will
be crucial in determining whether the government will heed these demands and take steps to
address the concerns of its business community.



SITE Association Supports Traders Strike Call

By Kazim Raza Rizvi
© AUG 27, 2024

KARACHI: President SITE Association of Industry Muhammad Kamran Arbi, Chief Coordinator Saleem Parekh, Senior Vice President Hanif Tawakkal, Vice President
Farhan Ashrafi along with the entire Executive Committee, fully endorse viewpoint of the Trade Community and support them in their strike call on August 28th as
they prepare to shut down across the country.

In a statement issued, they said that they are part of the business community and as such, SITE Association of Industry is cognizant of their rational demands.

They have urged the government to take swift action to address the very legitimate and pressing concerns of traders and industrialists, including but not limited to:
I Elimination of newly imposed taxes on traders, shopkeepers, industrialists and the general public
1. Immediate reduction of electricity tariffs

118 Renegotiation of IPP contracts to best serve the national interest

V. Provision of prompt relief to the city of Karachi, which contributes significantly to the national exchequer in form of energy security, infrastructure, and overall

improvement of law & order

SITE Members further said that the demands set out by the Traders community are completely rational and justified and emphasized the need for urgent government

intervention to alleviate the challenges faced by the business community and the people of Karachi.



More Than Just News

SITE Association Supports Traders
Strike Call.

KARACHI: President SITE Association of Industry Muhammad Kamran Arbi, Chief Coordinator Saleem

Parekh, Senior Vice President Hanif Tawakkal, Vice President Farhan Ashrafi along with the entire Executive

Committee, fully endorse viewpoint of the Trade Community and support them in their strike call on

August 28th as they prepare to shut down across the country.

In a statement issued, they said that they are part of the business community and as such, SITE Association

of Industry is cognizant of their rational demands.

They have urged the government to take swift action to address the very legitimate and pressing concerns

of traders and industrialists, including but not limited to:

l. Elimination of newly imposed taxes on traders, shopkeepers, industrialists and the general public

1. Immediate reduction of electricity tariffs

Il Renegotiation of IPP contracts to best serve the national interest

IV.  Provision of prompt relief to the @ gity.of Karachi, which contributes significantly to the national

exchequer in form of energy security, infrastructure, and overall improvement of law & order

SITE Members further said that the demands set out by the Traders community are completely rational and
justified and emphasized the need for urgent government intervention to alleviate the challenges faced by

the business community and the people of Karachi.
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